The Atlas describes in 400 A4 pages the distribution and
population density of 250 species found in Surrey during
surveys carried out by volunteers between 2007 and 2012.

urrey Bird Atlas

2007 - 2012

It shows how these species have fared in the county since the
last surveys were carried out between 1988 and 1997. The
species accounts are supported by maps and tables where
B P il O relevant, and accounts include photographs taken within the
) county.
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+ - The Redstart is traditionally regarded as a woodland Comparing the results of Surrey Atlas 2007-1 1 with Surrey
species, typical of the upland oak woods of Wales, the Atlas 198897, the overall number of tetrads where

Pennines and northern Britain. However in Surrey it is Redstarts were recorded has actually increased slightly;
almost exclusively found in heathland habitats. however it is likely that many of the records outside the
core breeding areas relate to migrants. The number of

Nationally, Redstarts suffered a large decline in numbers
in the 19705, associated with drought in their wintering
areas in the Sahel zone of Africa. Overall numbers have
recovered to some extent since then, but the recovery
has been characterised by increased populations in the
core areas with a continued contraction of range, and the
species has been lost from many lowland areas. The
reason why the Redstart is faring so poorly is not fully
understood, although loss of mature hedges and changes
in woodland management may explain why some lowland
populations have never fully recovered. Many other West
African migrants are also declining and work is underway
to understand if factors en route or on the wintering
grounds are having a significant impact. (Bird Adas 20071 1),

tetrads with probable or confirmed breeding has
decreased from 32 to 29; at least 7 of which are on the
border of the county and may relate to breeding records
outside the boundary of Surrey (excluded from the earlier
Adas)

Surveys of the western heaths, documented in Surrey Bird
Reports, show the population remarkably stable at around
100 pairs since at least the mid 19905, but breeding
elsewhere has become increasingly sporadic. Surrey Adas
1988-97 showed a few probable breeding records from
other sites, including Kingston, Epsom and the North
Downs; the current Adas shows no probable or
confirmed breeding outside the main areas. We can
robably conclude that locally as well as nationally, in its
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The Redstart's Surrey distribution is largely correlated  strongholds the Redstart is holding its own, but there has lPossible breeding 3
with the presence of heathland, and the maps show been a recreat from the rest of Surrey.

concentrations in the west of the county, with clusters in Prabable breeding e
the Thames Basin and Wealden heaths. Another small Martin Kettell Cairmaduieigl] - ES =
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The Sparrowhawk has a wide European range which
‘extends far into Asia and as far north as the Arctic
tree-line. Whilst most birds are resident, the narchern
populations migrate south in the aurumn and ringing
roturns show that some of thess birds spond the winter in
the UK.

In Britain the Sparrowhawk has shways boon a widesproad
spocies, but the papulition, slong wich thase of athor

spocics of rapror, was savercly hit by organechlorine |

pesticide poisoning in the middle of the 20" century with
the breeding population hicting 2 low paint in the mid-
19605 After this there was a strong recovery throughout
‘the 1970s and 19805, with a 29% increase noted since

{968-72 Brecding Atias but it s thought that there has been |

a slight decline since about 2005. The Bird Atios 2007-11
breeding discribution map shows how widespread the
Sparrowhawk is now wich birds recorded in 82% af all
10km squares

‘The same pattern of decline and then increase has been
noted in Surrey, with only one or two pairs proved
brecding in the mid- 9505 but this had risen o |1 by 1970
(Birds of Surrcy). Sumey Atias 198897 found Sparrowhawk
in 343 tetrads, which is very similar to the total of 352
tetrads found during 2007-2012. Broeding was only
proven in 77 of these, 26 of which were in the London and
Spolthone arcas. This illustrates how this specics has
moved inte urban arcas and has adapted woll to using
parkland and large gardens for brocding, It has also tken
%o explarting the large increase in garden feeding stations
25 2 source of prey. The distribucion maps show that the
incroase in the urban arcas is mirrorod by a similar level of
docling in the cast and south of the county where portaps
the habitat is less suitable, being of more open farmind.

Accipiter nisus

Db Smner 200812

The population in the more wooded western areas
appears mare stable.

The winter distribucion map is very similar to that f the
summer, with birds recorded in 373 tetrads. This Is to be
expected, as locally breeding birds are resident year
Found, but haw muth wincer numbers may be augmented
by birds from mare norchern regians is unknown. It
remains o be seen If the large inerease in the Burzard
population will have a significant impact en that of the
Sparrawhawk, although it ls  suspected o have
cantributed co the recent slight decline.

Jeremy Gotes
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The Atlas is currently available at a special introductory price of £20 if collected, or £25 including
postage and packaging.

PAYMENT
Payment, unless cash, must be made in advance prior to collection or despatch by:

- Electronic transfer/internet banking, to: Surrey Bird Club (Account No. 59951338,
National Westminster Bank, Guildford, Sort Code 60-09-21) Please put your name and
postcode as the Reference if using this method

- Cheque payable to “Surrey Bird Club”

- Cash (collection only)

TO ORDER BY POST

Please complete the following details and return this form to Surrey Bird Club, Bournbrook
House, Sandpit Hall Road, Chobham, GU24 8HA

| wish to order ......... copies of Surrey Bird Atlas 2007-12 at £25 each, including postage and
... copies at £20 each for collection.

packaging, or ...
|:| I have paid £ ......... by electronic transfer
|:| | enclose a cheque payable to “Surrey Bird Club” for £ .........

Your Details

. Name
Title

Address
(including
postcode)

Email

Telephone

TO ARRANGE FOR COLLECTION

Please contact Steve Chastell (email: steve.chastell@btopenworld.com, telephone: 07826

544221) to see if there is a convenient collection point for you.



